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A NEW PARIS APPRAISAL: COUTURE 


Current U.S. buyer discontent with Paris is 
partly due to inflation over there too. 
There is the added fact that the U.S. 
Dollar, which used to buy 5 to 54 New 
Francs now is down to only 4 (compare the 
much more favorable exchange rate in Japan 
discussed in the right hand column). 


What's more, the Paris couture is ina 
state of transition, in part brought about 
by its successful RTW operation. What 
should be more logical, therefore, than 
for it to revert to dressing the private 
customer? Which means safe styling made 
expensive, and that's not apt to "inspire" 
new trends. 


Actually, Paris was single-minded in taking 
two main directions: in a when-in-doubt- 
lead-trump refuge, it showed what was gen- 
erally agreed to be rather "bad Chanel,” 
including that house itself, where Ramon 
Esparza (ex-Balenciaga) is in his first 
season of settling in. Its other direc- 
tion was equally single-minded, and FI lists 
the big trends in this direction: 


The Lengths: 

The Chanel Length, which just covers the 
knee, for daytime, with the exception of 
big coats which are at midcalf (Dior), calf 
length (YSL, Patou), but only 3/4 at Ricci. 


YSL shows midcalf for late-day, and almost 
everyone does above-ankle lengths for 


evening. 





"What Big Coats You Have:" 


"The better to envelop you." Most signifi- 
cant are Dior's steamer coats, unlined, 
whirling cape-like, voluminous. But they 
were in the wind everywhere: smock coats 
(YSL), and whirling fuller coats, even 
(continued on page 3) 
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AMERICA DEVELOPS A YEN FOR THE "YEN" 


Horace Greeley's famous dictum to "go 
West" takes on new meaning as the 
Dollar's value drops in Europe and 
prices rise because Nippon buys up all 
the fabrics in sight. 


In Japan, where the Dollar bought 300 ¥ 
before devaluation, the current exchange 
rate fluctuates between 260 ¥ and 265 ¥ 
(compare the big drop vis-a-vis the 
Franc). Japan does a sizable export 
business (not all of it with the U.S.) 
in textiles. Of the total $568,620,000 
in 1972, only insignificant portions 
were in silk (once Japan's chief export) 
and woolens; cotton accounted for a more 
respectable total, but synthetics and 
"regenerated fibers" made up more than 
half. 


It is a land of many surprises for the 


first-time visitor. On the one hand, 
traditional kimonos and happi coats 
(short kimonos) have given way to jeans 
and shirtdresses, worn with clogs or 
high heels. Leading couture labels are 
highly esteemed, and branded goods are 
advertised in English, for status. Yet 
Americans find considerable language 
difficulties, less with English itself, 
than the general unfamiliarity with 
American business methods and customs. 
This should become eased with time and 
practice. 


Japan has a total population of only 108- 


million, of which 53-million are women. 
Yet it has three big department store 
chains, each doing an annual volume in 
excess of $l-billion: Takashimaya (best 
known to foreigners), Mitsukoshi and 
Daimaru. However Isetan, with only $- 
(continued on page 2) 


JAPAN (continued from page 1) 


billion volume, is the most dynamic, does 
more than half of it in apparel and carries 
the biggest international labels. 


Likened to Bloomingdale's, it enjoys a 
young clientele and, here's a switch, is 
planning an "American Fair" promotion for 
April '74. Other important department 
stores include Seibu and Matsuzukaya. The 
stores do their biggest business on Sunday, 
when most of the Ginza is closed to all but 
foot traffic, and close on another day. All 
have numerous branches in other leading 
cities. Suburban branches are just beginning. 
Most have ample parking facilities, restau- 
rants, etc. Traditional garb is carried on 
their upper floors, and in independent 
boutiques. 


Among Japan's exporters, Kanebo is the 
largest, with some 25,000 employees and 30 


domestic factories. Like most Nipponese 
commercial giants, it is a conglomerate 
with interests in other fields such as foods, 
pharmaceuticals and hotels. In soft goods, 
their prime output is in synthetics, cottons 
and RTW, in that order. Kashimaya & Co. 
produces some 4-million garments for men, 
women and children annually, 5% of which 
they export to the USA and to the USSR. 
Kossugi Knitwear produces about 40-million 
jersey garments annually. World produces 
both jersey dresses and sweaters, sells 
7-million units under six different trade- 
marks. Yoshicu & Co. weave more than 20- 
million yards of fabric annually. 





MAN-BITES-DOG-NEWS } 


A hat is once more on a magazine cover. 
How long since anyone's seen that? The 
August issue of "Woman's Day," with more 
than 8-million circulation, now on super- 
market counters, features a hat on the 
cover, and instructions for making three 
of your own, on the inside. To be sure, 
they're summer hats -- summer, when but- 
nobody used to wear them. When a service 
magazine gives that much play to hats, it's 
more than just a straw in the wind. 


BUYING OFFICES IN MONTREAL 


FI has had many requests for Canadian 
buying offices since publishing its 
report on Montreal Mode (July issue). 
Hence the following F.Y.I. 


Allister Buying Office, Ltd. (P.O. Box 9) 
Place Bonaventure, Tel. (514) 878-3581. 
Mr. H. Allister. RTW, textiles, etc. 

Michael Beck. 1435 St. Alexandre, Tel. 
(514) 866-5173. RTW, children's wear. 

A.A. Bolte & Co., Ltd. 1117 Ste. Catherine 
West, Tel. (514) 842-9136. Mrs. Ida 
Bolte. All commodities. 

Colonial Trading Co., Ltd. 1470 Peel, 

Tel. (514) 844-3095. Fred Baker. 
All commodities. 

Intrafina, Ltd. 1 Place Ville Marie, Suite 
3440, Tel. (514) 861-8231. Mr. H. Hechema. 
Financing service for import/export. 

A. Shevel Co. 1121 Ste. Catherine West, 
Tel. (514) 844-8011. Soft goods. 

Sigman & Jones, Ltd. 1500 Stanley, Suite 
533) Tels: (5148): 642-907 34 Mee Cie. 
Savory. All commodities. 


NOW "SHAFT" IS A SHOE 


A heel, to be more exact. It sweeps across 
European fashion capitals: from 3.to 5 
inches high and sometimes curvy, but with 
more walking surface than the spindles of 
yore. 


Newest toes are absolutely square (Cardin), 
or absolutely pointed (YSL). 


Pumps, oxfords, straps and sandals (for 
evening) ,often on shallow platforms and 
two-tone. 


The leading shoe in Europe is still, or 
again, the black toe Chanel, as it is 
here (FI June). 





COMING UP IN FI: 
.---Holiday-Resort Ready-to-Wear in N.Y. 
-.--Highlights from Paris and London 





TASSELL AT NORELL 


Norell fans can now rest easy, Gustave 
Tassell has kept alive the spirit of the 
late master in the Fall '73 collection 
which opened just befor FI went to press. 
It is a blond collection, primarily, and 
the one- and two-piece jersey dresses with 
the high mockturtle neck and the patch 
pockets remain inviolate. Tassell then 
covers them with éclat. 


Triumphant coats: the big one, a clutch 
coat, reminiscent of the Balenciaga barrel, 
has a shoulder-wide notched collar, cuffs, 
lining and narrow tuxedo front, all of 
blond-striped stone marten; it is made of 
black poplin for day/rain, in blond wool or 
glossy black, for late-day. A 2nd big coat 
group is in lovely light-ground plaids in 
beiges or grays, all fitted and superbly 
tailored, some martingaled over an inverted 
back pleat; in small checks, and solid 
colors, this coat comes belted with hacking 
flaps on the pockets and a stitched arrow- 
head atop the elongated pleat, at shoulder 
blade level. A 3rd coat is pure fit-and- 
flare, unbelted, and a 4th, while straight 
in front, has a semi-swing back, thus is in 
the new Paris steamer coat feeling; it is 
usually in a plaid wool. 


Four evening lengths: mid-knee and dirndl'd 


-- ankle length trumpet hems-- draped cutaway 


skirts that split way above the knee when in 


motion -- and longs that unequivocably touch 


the floor. 


Wrap-up: the Norell sequins are present, 


sometimes spaced out, or confined to either 
the top or the bottom half of the dress or 
pantsuit. For the woman who already owns 
sequins, pavé bugle beads in jet and many 
other colors, the high point a short silver 
sequinned shimmy sheath completely covered 
with fringes of crystal bugle beads! The 
Norell hats: little tilted and dipped der- 
bies with nose veils by Miss Emme. The 
Norell hairdo: a classic part at left, and 
a waved dip over the right eye, by Daniel 
Vuolo of Monsieur Marc. The Norell shoe: a 
Pilgrim-like pump on a wafer heel, with a 
grosgrain ribbon bow, by David Evins. 


PARIS APPRAISAL (continued from page 1) 


reversible (Venet). 


A Revolution in Quilting: 


Givenchy's trapunto-like tubular quilting 
(horizontal) is contoured to mould the 
body, looks reed-slim! With suits quilted 
in either diamond or herringbone pattern, 


he guilt-stitches blouses to repeat the 
design. 


New Crochets, New Knits: 

Crocheted coats (Lanvin) and crocheted 
sweaters (Ungaro, YSL) follow in Adolfo's 
footsteps. But Givenchy turns the tables, 
knitting up strips of suede, and here, too, 
follows through by repeating the design 


on the blouse, but this time printing it. 


There's a Snake in The Couture: 

And cobra is its name. Supple and sheer, 
in natural as well as gold or silver 
(Givenchy) and it, too, is repeated as a 
print. Belts of narrow snakeskin, real, 
or a flexible golden snake chain (YSL). 


Unusual Colors: 

Blue jeans blue, in flannel, cashmere, even 
mink (Dior); Loden green (Givenchy, Dior); 
apricot, especially for evening (Ricci, 
Dior, Ungaro). 


Miscellany: 
One~lapel suits (Chanel); shirtdresses 


(YSL); chemises (Givenchy). Wide, set-in 
midriffs (Dior), bare-midriffs (Grés) . 
Paris is still strong on pants, uses lavish 
fur trims just as we do, but unlike the U.S. 
showed furs from endangered species. In 
evening wear, saris now vie with caftans, 
strapless is a one-world fashion, and 
sequins, and even more, beadeds, are ram- 
pant; one beaded sweater was said to cost 
$3,000. (For the record, Angelo Tarlazzi 
has replaced Michel Goma at Patou.) 


Veils: 

Face veils are back, can hats be far behind? 
Shown with velvet bowlers (YSL), with pith 
helmets (Ricci), and with little tams, also 


repeated in prints (Dior). 


FALL '73 RAINWEAR U.S.A. 


Leading Looks: shortcoats -- 29" to 32" 
pantcoats, also below-hip poplin “bubble 
jackets" (Raincheetahs by Naman); 3-piece 
pantsuits (Alligator); 34" Raglan, ‘fly- 
front car coat with zip-out lining (London 
Fog), boxy, mini-trenchcoat (Main Street). 


Trenchcoats: denim-stitched brown canvas 
(Count Romi). Raglan sleeves: everywhere. 
Multi-pocket raincoats: 4-patch pockets 
(Main St.); 6-patch pockets on twill rain- 
coat (Donald Brooks). Unusual new fabrics: 
smashing Qiana and challis prints, Aztec 
pattern sculpted and pinstriped velvet 
(Count Romi); quilted Antron nylon 
(Alligator); new velours resembling cash- 
mere (Raincheetahs). Silk is important 
again. 


Reversibles: breath-taking, a quilted black 
canvas coolie coat that has the black also 
bordering its paisley side, pockets and all; 
a night-and-day coat that reverses from 
dark brown to beige has a brown opossum 
collar either way (all at Main St., where 
Vincent Monte-Sano is the new president). 


Fur trims: collars are real fur everywhere, 
but stormcoats have fur-matching colored 

- pile lining, sleeves included, for warmth 
(Count Romi). Kit fox shawl collar on 
champagne poplin wrap coat (London Fog); 
raccoon on cinnamon canvas and camel gab 
(Main St.), on luggage polyurethane-leather 
and poplins (Raincheetahs); opossum, in 
beige on beige poplin with white pile lining 
(Main St.), on khaki, chocolate and garnet 
poplin (Raincheetahs). 


WHEN IN ROME, SAY "VALENTINO" 


Because that's where it's at, for most 

of the U.S. contingent. This time he 
synthesizes the mid-40's confluence of 
Adrian-Dior-Balenciaga: padded shoulders, 
nipped waists above flaring skirts, loose 
boxy coats. The Chanel-just-below-knee 
length for day, mid-calf or floor length, 
for evening. Evening glamour ran to 
floating chiffons, bare backs and velvets 
with chiffon tops. Lots of glitter -- 
jeweled print effects in multicolor. 


Other highlights: 
Ankle-length tweed suits that harbor 


sequin blouses under the jacket (Fabiani) 
--- bloused battlejacket dresses (Heinz 
Riva) ... quilting in thick, padded rolls 
(Mila Schoen, who also showed furs from 
endangered species) ... off-shoulder 
evening lamés (Irene Galitzine) ... 
evening chemises and shirtdresses (Andre 
Laug). 


UPCOMING FASHION DATES 


September 
8-1] .... Paris - Men's Wear Show (S.E.H.M.) 


8-12 .... L.A. - Resort & Holiday RTW 

10-21 ... N.Y. - Resort & Holiday RTW 

15-19 ... Lisbon- Fashion Fair (Filmoda 3) 
23-25 ... Montreal-Int'l Footwear Exposition 
October 

14-17 ... Florence-RTW Showings 

20-25 ... Paris - RITW (Pret a Porter) 

25-27 ... London-British Fashion Fair 
29-Nov. 9 N.Y. - Spring RTW 


INDUSTRY-TENNIS: "LOVE"-ALL ... Aug. 29 - U.S. Open Championships at Forest Hills will 
feature the Women's Fabergé Doubles for top-seeded pros with $10,000 in prize money, 
double last year's ... Sept. 9 - Day of Tennis, at Forest Hills on Tennis Tournament 
finals day, sponsored by David Crystal and American Express to benefit Stanley M. Isaacs 


Neighborhood Center, 415 E. 93rd St, N.¥.C. Tickets ($30 and $50)include transportation 
and lunch -- The Center, 427-1100 ... Jan. 5 - introduction, in retail stores, of "McGregor 
Competitors," McGregor-Doniger's new active sportswear for men and women, embracing tennis 
and 8 other popular sports. 
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